Welcome!

Parks Plan Open House

Join us to help shape the future of parks, trails
and open spaces in Town.

Land Acknowiedgerment

The Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville ocknowiedges this lond
is the treaty temitony of the Williarms Treoty First Mations. It ks
the traditional terrtory of other And 5r'.|r|-:|-:|l:leq p—-nph—-
ndot, and the Houdenosounee.
ntributions of ofl Indigenous peoples to this place
and commit to a continued diologue and greater respect
for the land we has b e. Recognition of the
contribu

e challenge of
Truth and Reconciliotion real in EDI'I"IFI"lIJrIil"F'.

Learn more about
the project here:

www.townofws ca/parksplan
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About the Parks Plan

The Town is developing a Parks Plan!

Our parks, trails, and open spaces are ploces for people to interact, develop
gocial ties, and for recreation and exercise. As the Town continues to grow,
a Farks Plan is being developed that will guide the development of a wall-
connected network of parks, trails, and open spoces to support a vibrant
and heglthy community for all residents and visitors.

A Parkland Dedication By-law Update will complernent the Parks Plam by
getting requiremnents for developers to provide porklond as port of new
developmeant within the Town.

What is a Parks Plan?

A Farks Plan is a document that examines the need for parkiond ina
municipafity and guides how the Town will provide porklond In the future,
as well as maintain and enhance exdsting green spoce. The plan sets out o
shared wision for the Town and actionabile steps to help us get there inthe
foce of changing legislotion and the push for more housing developrnent.

The Parks Plan is being developed using publdic and stakeholder input,
growth projections, and the undgue local context of parks, troils and open
spoces in the Town.

What is a Parkland Dedication By-law?

Provincial ke gistation through the Planning Act gives the Town the ability to
reguire the contricution of lond or funds os o condition of developrment or
redevelopment. In this way, growth pays for the expansion of the parkiand
to support new uses and a growing population

A Parklond Dedication By-law sets the rules for how and at what rates the
Town will collect these funds and land ocguisitions. & Parks Plan is required
to support the Porklond Dedicotion By-low.

Project Timeline

Fhass I: Phase 3: Parkland
Fhose I Parks Plan Dedication By= low
Setting Priorities Developrment Update
Spring 2024 POl 2T :
—O0 0 -0 k oO—»
spiring 2004 Fall 2024 winter 2025
Phiase 1 Phaga Tt
"J'J:llll'-:..-l'u':',-' k":;:lrt'u"llu:'li:y
Engagernent #1 Engagement &1
We are
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Policy and Planning Context

I a Recent changes to Provincial
How do we make decisions about parks? policy have ditered the

i . i runicipality's tools for
The Parks Flon is mested in a hierarchy of plonning legistotion and ﬂcquinr'lg P pﬂrklﬂl'ld.

pions thaot guide how our Town grows and transforms owver time.
Learn more! \Visit the toolkit
station to lsam more about
current policy tools
Broad Directian
-

The Planning Act

-
-

Provincial Planning Statement

-
]
]

Official Plan

=
.
L

Leisure and Community Services Master Plan

-
.
-

Parks Plan and Parkland Dedication By-Law

Provincial Legisiation

&

Finar Detail Municipal Plan

The Leisure and Community Services Master Plan (2022)

The Town's Leisure and Community Services Master Plan was updated in 2022 and will work closely with the
upcoming Parks Flan to create o robust park system including parks, trails and open space focilities and
amenities.
The Lelsure and Community Services Master Plan guides:

= Indoor fociites like community centres and arenos

= Qutdoor focilities like sports fields, spiosh pods and ploygrounds

« Porks, trollz and open epoce amenities

* Programming, portrerships and events
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What We Heard: Phase 1 Engagement

In April and May 2024, The Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville engoged with stakeholders and
residents to suppaort the development of goals, pricrities, and recommendations for the Parks Plan.

Input received by Town staff, stokeholders and mambers of the public in Phase 1 has been used to
create a vision, principles, priorities and recommendations for the Parks Flan

By the Numbers

5 stakeholder _ 9
engagement sessions 5 public survey responses

6 2 stakeholder participants 4 key takeaways

Key Takeaways from Phase 1 Engagement

~-=+ Building Connections

"T7% participants would ke to see improved connectivity (through tails and other pothways) 1o &
*"""' raﬂ'dﬁﬁg' desires 1o cycle mﬂmk, and mim:ulmei u:g?ags:.nloml parks. ) X mpport
Let's Play!

Participants r ted enhanced aooess to facilities and amenities for octive recreation, Spﬂ'l':,
v y- Porticipants expréssed the parceplion thal current focilities ane not meeting demand.

oS
M Keep It Green

Participants de;m their preference o Ses Town parks remdain places for the prolection and
appreciation

|g| Activities for Kids
Participants wish o S8 mofe aetivities and amenibes for kids, with FEgLissls T africiures far
!oddlaln?: srmaller kids, kidz of oll ages - even nrhlblz! ' I 2

Vision for the Parks Plan

The Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville is home to o connected system of parks, tralls and open
spaces that are safe, accessible and welcoming to people of all ages and backgrounds.
Farks oct as the comerstone for wellbeing by providing diverse opportunities for recreation,
community, and connaction to noture close to where people live, work and play.

As the Town grows, priority is given to the preservation, enhancement and expansion of this
network of green infrastructure, providing opportunities for both residents and nature to
thrive.

Share Your Feedback:

What do you like most about
the vision? 1= thare anything
you would odd or change?
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Our Approach: Parks Plan Principles

Primary Principles

y P Share Your Feedback:
The Poadks Plan e Town in developing a park sy stem P - . i
La H&ap up with gmr.h i Toiid muiln. m.ﬂﬂlﬁg POrEH o 1; E;‘T; Igizi:‘::z:‘;z:g’i

Add a diot 1o your thres prafsmed principlas.

Expand

Tria Porks Plon dant

oo rvarad a5 W

S arods
R0
FIeaEn in reeve pOrks

Connect
Tria Parks Flon identifias kgt
itk o Hink
eigling poFks through new
L g spaces and trols

Preserve

2 Porks PHON SLmoits
ONT iM INESgnaLr
BN ETNID Medlunal [&ediunes ina

Additional Principles

Four additional principles will ?.ni:ln the Porks Plan. These four principles were gensrated from leedbock received in Phaze 1
ol engogerment, and will work Together 1o ensure that lulune and retralitted pork spoces will Detler sene resdents

The additonal principies wil e enabled pamarily by e Leisure and Cormrunity Services Master Plan

Celebrate Welcome Serve Engage
Enobiia oppoRunithes for eeents Suppant povkes with design DurEigen Ord Opsf R D pOrks 08 IO COMMLUINCY mam bars
ond progranirring irat support mainienance and operobions it functoral for dally use and Sirky ond oftan bo anELinG tha
COMITAINTYy Connecton ard tha Corsiderations hot amghasiza QOIPAOD I 0 Serls oraH Chargas pork systam s taliared to tha

Tier1's fkamitity s spoaas o5 st ored

COTETAINRY NEedn
wicoming far of

Share Your Feedback:

I5 there anything you would odd or
change about the principles?
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Parks in Whitchurch-Stouffville
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Parkland Provision

Municipalities measure parklond provision to track how much parkland is provided to residents, and how
this meatric changes over time as the municipality grows.

Parkland provision is often measured in hectares per 1,000 people.

The Town's Current Provision The Town's Future Provision

The Tewn currently has L6 hectares 1:::3@“;;1‘ tms,g:.uﬂ:ﬁ
of parkiand per 1,000 people. provision rate is anticipated to be 0.8

ha of parkland per 1,000 people.
This assurmeas that the Town does not
add any new parks to the systenm.
Thinking About the Right Target for Stouffville

Thve Parks Plan will identify o parkland provision rate that is appropriate for the Town's context and
anticipoted growth. We can consider several factors to help us to sat the right target for parkland.

Ficw much odditicnal posdand what is feasibe and affardotia A e i
I neadod Lo SLPRAIT the tor the Town? pe kT i A R
ptivbals Egat ot s cansanaines in Tawn?
mastar Plon® municipolities
m_m WGt types of omanitios dogs
tha Towen noad P

Stouffville's current

provision rate
1ha 1.6 ha per 2 ha per
1,000 people 1,000 people 1,000 people
‘ & & & & & & & & & & % B B & B B e 0w )
Lower Provision Higher Provision
Rate Rate
+ Pros: + Pros:
« lower investrmeant required to acquire « residents have access to parks in
parkland mora communitias in Town
- Cons: = residents are less likely to exparience
owding or have difficulty boaking
« residants may not have adequate .
access (or hove Inequitable access) airnaniting
to parks in theair community - Cons:
« parks may experience crowding or « significant investment redquired to
hove difficulty booking amenities acauire sufficient parkland ocross
Tawn
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Growing the Park Network

Current Park Types

Town Park Community Park :ﬂdﬂgﬂhbourhmd Parkette

Az pen Crscant Parkette
Varderl Pars
= designed 1o sere the anlire = desigreed to serve the needs ol « desigred to provide L sgned o provide
Tesaifs o local community spaces for immediate Iocafized recreational,
nesghbourhood social and aesthetic
- provides a wide eof + acoomodates locol beratits
recreational, cultural, social rﬁqu| oclivities ond + may inchude amenities 2
and seologieal oetiviies nesghbourhinod events ke Sports counts, + provides spoce for play,
ploygrounds and splash  recreation and smal
= charocterized by lorge size, = often located oion COMITNIY events
diversity ol arnenities and roke fnﬂﬁ::g"éﬂ it Mw"‘;« ﬂ"ﬂ R « Bpiciy Rocoted
e £ coemnd ¢ COMMUnIty centre ar within residentiol in residantial and
communities comemercial arecas
Our Park System

The graphics below display the park systern in tarms of the number of each park type
and the proportion of the system each park type represants.

39 parks 81.4 hectares

The Town's current park system contains a high number of parkettes, yet these do not
contribute significantly to the amount of parkland (in hectares).

Share Your Feedback:

The Parics Plon may consider prioritizing larger pork spaces like Town
Parks or Community Parks to balance the composition of park types.
Do you agres with this approach?

Learn rmone!

The “Toolkit” ponels share
mare information about

the palicy toals that can be
Implamanted Bhvoudgh the
Parks Plan to achuie new
poarks af all Sires in the lutune.

52 Stouffville



Growing the Park Network

New Park Types Under Consideration

The Town is considering the addition of three new park types that would support a
broader range of amenties and functions.

Eco Park Urban Farms + Linear Park
Agricultural Parks
Leslbourre Park. Sumiph Urban Onganks Farm,
Brasmptan Simiph
3 « akigned 1o R s * RAIMTOW parks that hove an

= ﬁ:m% and educational opportunities; can mE! n_ﬁrﬂn[m”m?g
irterpretation, and noture- nciiicle COMIMARIYY owdars; oo Epaces and 1o provide connectivity
based recreation Forsels, pOmnator CONCIANE S, s within the park systern

Share Your Feedback:

What are your thoughts on the threa new park typeas under consideration?

Alternative Ownership

Az the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville continues to grow, there is a need to enhance existing parks and
open spaces and to create new parks and open spaces. As part of development, many municipalities
allow for two new parklond arrangements to be provided during the development application process.

POPS: Privately-Owned Strata Parks s Gt
iy alternative hi
Publicly-Accessible Spaces S
+ Hot creditabie for
paridand dedication
« Often very small
na“"“\.““-._;-"5' ; msa-:?rd-ﬁmbcﬁs
&S K SBS Bioor Street, Hethen Phillgs Squore,
Tarsnta Teronia
Privately-ownad publicly-occessible spaces Strata parks are publicly-owned parkiand on
are commonly refarred to as POPS, which dre top of buildings or structuras, such as parking
owned and maintained by private property garages, storm water monagement systems,
ownars. Daspite baing privataly ownad, theay and more.

are accessible to the public for use.
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The Zones

Thie Parks Plan identified three distinctive “zones” within the Town. The “toolkit™ detailed in the Parks Plan
will be applied differently to eoch zone, which ensures growth and allocation of parkland aligns with the
naeds of our Unigue communities in Town.

The Parks Plan “Toolkit"

The “teolkit” for the Parks Plan will outline the policy and planning tools that the Town can use to
purchase or otherwise doquire land in adch of the three 2ones balow.

Learn more! Visit the tooikit station to learn more about these opportunities.

Greenfield Zones infill Zones Intensification Zones
What® What? Wheat?
’ u.umuruum:q d mmmzmummm axisting i = ﬂmg
ﬂ'ﬂﬂ ax n
famndmﬂ:;pnurl wnits e eines at ﬂl'l'd.h:
provided of o h ﬂ-ﬂ\ Hf!ﬂ‘
grosth density thar H&'u MTSA
Whare? tamity {or low : Whese?
' of the " ug.a Large existing " oltha s o GTu
COFMErs Ol * 0
Stouthvlle, ot well o mmmﬁ Kz and within
Tutung developrments smmlsﬁaﬂ the: hville ond Old Elm GO
and e, Magor Tronsit Station Ansas
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Parkland Needs: Greenfield Areas

Growing the Park Network

Current Population Projected Population Parkland Targets
3.081 22,412 448 ha
in20@ by 2081 by 2081
F i ] e ey :
i . PR ptis]
B scton P : pe— == ]
o Polertial Fubure Park I' Lo BT
cai T ARG
Vater § ™~ ! [
{71 Sethemient Area 1 f“u ! £ -
[ Greeclickd Zoe £ D

Share Your Feedback:

Whera do you see opportunities to expand,

connect, preserne and enhance?

Add @ shicky nofe here: on the mop absove, or et

craative ot the RGPRING Slafian.

Expand
Tha Powies Pon idanbfles areos
al need o wel o ool
et B s Ml O

Connect

Thea Farics Plom idandifes high
|owal DEpOTLNiTtes 10 ini

aulssrg parks Barough naw
grea SODoed Ored irods

Preserve
The Porks Fion Suppots
tha Tawen In intagratireg
BTN natueol feathees imo
COMMUTIU eI

Enhance
Thes Forics Fion sappons the
Town in anhancing essting
PR, Wb it i et Faasiic b
ocouna ackdliicnol pordond
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Parkland Needs: InfillArsas

Current Pepulation Projected Population Parkiand Targets
35,091 41,054 82.1ha
in20n by 2081 by 2081

Share Your Feedback:

Wherea do you sea opportunities to expand,
connect, preserve and enhance?

Add a sticky nole herd, on the mop above or gat
creative ot the mapping station

Expand Connect Preserve Enhance

This Porks Pon idendf = Tha Paorks Flan identifies high Tha Poris Fion SUppaores Thea Forics Plan suppoerts the

":I :“; J?lurﬂﬂ'_ Ig,‘f:::‘ vl cppartunites toink tha Tawn in. intagrating Town i anhancing essting
.r-a-a-:--dnr\-a.-u-;-mul- iR i froiuph naw amisting nourol feafres into PeOis wihana i i rot heomibie o

Qraam BRI Ond T COMmmMmurilos. ocnuina additional poridond




Parkland Needs: Intensification Areas

Growing the Park Network

Cur ranit Papiilation Projected Papulation Parkland Tangets
1766 17,180 34.4 ha
in 2021 by 2081 by 2081
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Read Mitweie f ! o ‘; A il e i|
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Share Your Feedback:
Whera do you sea opportunities to expand,
connect, preserve and enhance?
Add o sticky note heve, on the map above, of get
crective af the mapping shaticn
Connect Preserve Enhance
Tha Poris Flon suppoets tha

Tt Forkes Pian joeartifics oeoos
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Tha Fories Pion idantifias hagh
el oppOriuniies 1o Bnk

auiting porks through new
CPOGN EPOCOS and ol

Thea Parks Pian suppons
tha Towen in integeoting
atsting nourol feotunes into
COrmnties
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acdiine addiionnl pardand
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The Toolkit

Provincial Legislation Gives the Town Powers to Acquire Parkland

The Flanning Act enables municipalities to require parkland dedication through the
development process. To use these powers, the Town must pass a by-law that is
supported by a parks plan that examines the need for parkland in the municipality.

Parkland can be
acquired in two ways:

Primary Goal

Land Acquisition: As a Cash-in-Lieu: Instead of
condition of development, land, the Town can receive
the Town can require a parkland dedication in cash
percentage of the land or and use that to acquire land
developed to be conveyed as elsewhere or for other public
parkland. recreational purposes.

Recent Changes to the Planning Act Have Altered These Powers

Changes to the Planning Act rmade through Bill 23 and Bill 108, possed in November 2022 and June
2019 respectively, altered the Town's ability to acquire parkland dedication through the development

process. These changes directly impact the amount of parkland the Town can secure to mest the
naads of a growing cormmunity.

Althoudgh the Flanning Act tools are the most significant in providing parkland to accompdany growth,
the Town has other approaches it can use to add to and improve parkland.

Current Policy Tools

Parkland Dedication Rates Alternative Rate Cash-in-lieu
« Commercial or industrial « One hectare for each 600 = One hectare for each
development = 2% of the net residential units* 1,000 residential units
band
Wit elrrantly in Use. Allernative
« All other developmeant = 5% mmmﬁmﬁmwm Example #3:
of the land* Pavkiama Dedicotion By-imw Updans. irnstaad of providing kand direetly,
e twd previows axarmples could
*New exarmptions for affordabis Example #2: provide cosh equivalent 1o the
housing and attelnable housing, market value price ol
non-profit ousing and additiona 4100 hectans housing develaprnent
residential wnits with 6,000 townheu se and conda 6 hectares of parkland
units would be reguired o provide:
Example #1: 10 hectares of parkland
A 100 hectare housing development
with 8,000 sigle-getached hames,
towrbouses, and conda units wolld
b reduined to provide:
5 hectares of parkiand “The Planming Act now cops
contribulions at 10-15% of the
feandd o value of the land.
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Parkland Tools

The Town relies on a sat of tools to grow the parkiand
systerm. Some tools are more effective than others
depending on the circumstance.

Acquiring Through Development

Sections 47 and 5L ol The Planning Act permits municpolties to reguire
parkland ag a condition of developrmanl.

30 %

Land dedication “Cash” in Lieu

= 2=-5% af land = The vealue of 2-5% ol land

+ 1 hat Tar every 00 units . werue of 1 ha hor every 1, Lis
][Fﬂl‘ﬁntld-l.l'tmlgh e Ery= b m&ﬁim mummhrm]

Town-led Tools
There are odditional strotedgies thot the Town con use to grow the park systenm.

iS5 h

Alternative Funding Sources Parthering With Others
= Bunicipal tools (& = Warking with schools and
= Other tools (&g, grants,
dr-utlnngg + Additional managemant
Ogreamants
« Adbdling rew amanities o AL Trontpekterion
leatures Tor aficiant uss = Connect the network through
troils e reew mr parks

Th

Procetive Acquisithon

+ Puschasing kand [ kand swaps |
land Banking

+ Cormvening public land

]

Alternative Dpen Spaces

+ Consides the fole of altemative
mﬂq:g e a.g..PDF'S
m&pﬂ‘ﬁ?‘
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Share Your Feedback

After learning about the Parks Plan,
is there anything else you would like to share with us?
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